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BREAKING NEWS 

Water as an instrument of peace and the Geneva Water Hub 

The Geneva Water Hub was created with the aim to better under-

stand and prevent water-related tensions. In the last three months, 

the Hub launched a Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) on Wa-

ter Resource Management and Policy as a free training to under-

stand the political, institutional and regulatory issues of water gov-

ernance. A round table on Cooperation and Benefit Sharing in the 

Senegal and Niger River Basins took place in September, a good 

example of a fruitful collaboration among research experts and 

practitioners to identify good practices around water management 

cooperation. The Global High-Level Panel on Water and Peace was launched by 15 co-convening countries 

in November to recommend a global architecture for transforming water into an instrument of peace and 

the Geneva Water Hub was confirmed in its role of Secretariat of the Panel.  

For further information contact@genevawaterhub.org or 

Visit www.genevawaterhub.org 
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HEADQUARTER ACTIVITIES 

Blue Peace Community emerged as soft infrastructure for dialogue between 

countries affected by internal and interstate violence in the Middle East 

About 70 policy makers, Members of Parliament, serving and former Ministers, media leaders, academics 

and water experts from across the Middle East came together in Geneva for the High Level Forum of the 

Blue Peace Middle East Initiative on October 8
th

 & 9
th

, 2015. The forum endorsed specific confidence 

building measures at bilateral and sub-regional level, included a capacity building workshop for the media 

in the Middle East and concluded with propositions for new directions of its work. While in the long run, 

the Blue Peace community in the Middle East will work towards the achievement of water as a sustainable 

development goal, in the short run, it will foster efforts to protect water as a strategic and humanitarian 

asset. The High Level Forum was co-hosted by the Strategic Foresight Group and the University of Geneva 

in cooperation with the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation and the Human Security Division 

of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs.  

For further information visit 

Blue Peace in The Middle East High Level Forum Full Report 

 

Regional Water Team Days of the Sub-RésEAU Eastern Europe and Central Asia 

held in Moldova 

In previous years, Swiss Cooperation Offices and project implement-

ers in the Eastern region have become increasingly active in network-

ing and exchange on water-related issues. This culminated now in the 

largest event of the Sub-RésEAU so far. The Regional Water Team 

Days took place in the beginning of October 2015 in Chisinau, Mol-

dova. 26 participants from almost all countries where SDC's coopera-

tion with Eastern Europe and Central Asia is supporting the water 

sector were present at the meeting. SCO Chisinau and Skat Consult-

ing Ltd. (the implementer of the Water and Sanitation Project Apa-

San) organised exposure visits on SDC’s support to the water sector in Moldova. During the following f2f-

meeting, participants discussed what had been learnt from the field visits, how to shape the Sub-RésEAU 

and networking in the region, as well as various topics of relevance in the different countries.  

For further information visit Sub-RésEAU’s page on the ShareWeb 

or SDC Water Blog 

 

More coffee less water project raises awareness in a national forum for Vietnam 

On 18th November 2015, Economic Development and Employment 

(EDE) along with the National Agriculture Extension Center organized 

a forum on coffee where farmers can interact with key coffee experts. 

Besides 200 farmers, participants came from the Department of Agri-

culture and Rural Development (DARD) and Provincial Extension 

from all five Robusta coffee producing provinces, the Western High-

lands Agriculture and Forestry Science Institute (WASI) as well as 

local traders and input suppliers. The two key topics highlighted at 

the forum were rational use of water and fertilizer. The Public-Private 

Partnership between Nestlé and SDC on water use in Vietnam’s coffee sector is well recognized and has 

so far successfully trained around 10,000 farmers on efficient irrigation. Further, the initiative has brought 

the issue of water use on the national coffee agenda.  

For further information contact eileen.hofstetter@eda.admin.ch 

http://www.strategicforesight.com/conference_pdf/6209Conference%20report-%20HLF%20Geneva.pdf
https://www.shareweb.ch/site/Water/about-the-reseau/sub-r%C3%A9seau-eastern-europe-and-central-asia
https://www.shareweb.ch/site/Water/blog/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?List=195308f5-5f0d-4f66-91c3-cf1508196cef&ID=21&Web=cf00afe8-c309-48c5-88b3-0b027850ea70
mailto:eileen.hofstetter@eda.admin.ch
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National Authorities in Colombia discuss different options for rural water supply  

The Ministry of Housing in Colombia has formulated the draft 

decree for regulating the provision of services for water supply 

and sanitation in rural areas. SDC through the ASIR-SABA pro-

ject facilitated a workshop on November 20
th

 to discuss about 

the decree with organizations such as the Latin American Con-

federation of Community Organizations for Water and Sanita-

tion (CLOCSAS), the Colombian Confederation of Rural Water 

Supply (COCSASCOL) and seven second-tier organizations. The 

Regulating Commission for Drinking Water and Sanitation and 

the Superintendent of Public Services, introduced the new tariff methodology and the basis for a strategy 

of differential pricing for rural water supply. The remarks and comments were collected and will be incor-

porated so that community water management in Colombia can provide different alternatives on rural 

water and sanitation in the country.  

For further information contact luzangela.bernalmedina@eda.admin.ch 

or visit: www.suizagua.org/b/colombia 

 

27 Countries participate in AGUASAN Workshop on Disaster Risk Reduction in 

WASH  

The 31st AGUASAN Workshop was conducted on “Disaster Risk 

Reduction (DRR) in Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene 

(WASH)”. Since 1984, Aguasan has provided a platform and 

think-tank and constitutes an essential link in SDC’s thematic 

knowledge management strategy in the water sector. Seeing 

the complexity and breadth of the issues of DRR and WASH, it 

concluded that it is critical to enhance capacities and strengthen 

governance / institutions to manage risks at all levels. This calls 

for a clear vision, plan, guidance and coordination across sectors 

with participation of the relevant stakeholders, finding easy 

entry points and understanding the full cycle of cost benefit analysis of DRR in WASH to promote it at all 

levels. Donors should first add DRR in their ongoing or upcoming WASH projects.  

For further information please visit http://www.aguasan.ch  

 

Encouraging private sector participation in IWRM in Chile 

The Suizagua Andina model has created an effective way for private sector participation in Integrated 

Water Resources Management. As part of their “Corporate Social Responsibility in Water” activities, 

Polpaico (Holcim Chile) has built a sewage treatment plant for their neighbouring rural community “Es-

tacion Polpaico”. The treatment plant is called “Biotreat” due to its basic technology, which is Chilean and 

desired by Fundacion Chile. The plant will treat 50,000 litres/day benefiting around 300 people. It´s been 

designed for an easy low cost maintenance. The specific roles of the company, the municipality and the 

company have been clearly established to ensure plant´s proper operation. This is implemented as a pilot 

project in Chile. The treated water will be used to cultivate and commercialize flowers and crops that 

would generate economic benefits for the local population. 

For further information please contact carla.toranzo@eda.admin.ch 

 

mailto:luzangela.bernalmedina@eda.admin.ch
http://www.suizagua.org/b/colombia
http://www.aguasan.ch/
mailto:carla.toranzo@eda.admin.ch
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Voluntary framework to promote water responsible businesses in Peru 

In September, 2015 the Peruvian National Water Authority (PNWA) launched the Water Footprint Report 

of Peru. During the event the Chief of the PNWA announced the publication of the voluntary norm that 

promotes Water Responsible Business in the country, through the release of a Blue Certificate. The spirit 

of the rule is to encourage large companies to: (i) assess their water footprint, (ii) reduce its direct and 

indirect water footprint, and, (iii) to compensate its direct and indirect water footprint. This norm is a key 

step from the government to promote Corporate Water Strategic Management for the benefit of more 

people and the environment. To review the norm please access the site at 

http://suizagua.org/noticias/aprobacion-de-norma-que-promueve-la-medicion-voluntaria-de-la-huella-

hidrica  

For further information please contact carla.toranzo@eda.admin.ch 

 

Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Water Goal in 

Latin America 

Several governments of Latin America participated in prepa-

ration meetings for the next LATINOSAN 2016 to be held in 

Lima, Peru. The meetings took place in August and Novem-

ber 2015. Latin America is one of the regions of the world 

that has made good progress to increase the coverage of 

drinking water but not enough in sanitation. Sanitation ex-

pansion has been one of the key challenges pending in LAC 

as well as the inequities between rural and urban coverage 

of sanitation. The next meeting will discuss the progresses made so far; challenges and lessons learned 

from countries that have good experiences in scaling up, as well as relevant WASH policies will be shared 

and discussed. It will also launch a rural WASH law in Chile. With the support of the Agua y Saneamiento 

Integral Rural (ASIR SABA) project, the Government of Colombia has prepared new policy guidelines for 

the implementation of a rural water and sanitation plan. Similarly Peru has also prepared a new national 

sanitation plan to expedite WASH coverage. It says these are in line with SDG’s demand for accelerating 

reform processes that respond efficiently to fill in the current gaps.  

For further information contact cesarina.quintana@eda.admin.ch 

 

IN-COUNTRY ACTIVITIES 

Strengthening the regulatory framework for rural water supply in Ukraine 

Since 2007, Swiss-Ukrainian Decentralization Support project-

DESPRO, implemented by Skat Consulting Ltd has been actively 

promoting good governance and local development by ensuring 

that decentralized local governance structures are capable of 

providing affordable and efficient rural water supply. So far 

DESPRO has implemented over 60 water supply projects with 

access to safe piped water to households and also ensured that 

there is an effective and sustainable mechanism for operating and 

maintaining these structures in rural areas. However, the fragmented policy and legal frameworks in 

Ukraine has been identified by the project as the key obstacle to ensuring equal and unhindered access to 

water by all. Currently in its third phase, the project is actively engaging with all relevant stakeholders 

http://suizagua.org/noticias/aprobacion-de-norma-que-promueve-la-medicion-voluntaria-de-la-huella-hidrica
http://suizagua.org/noticias/aprobacion-de-norma-que-promueve-la-medicion-voluntaria-de-la-huella-hidrica
mailto:carla.toranzo@eda.admin.ch
mailto:cesarina.quintana@eda.admin.ch
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including water practitioners to come up with an integrated national water supply framework in which 

rural water systems’ management and sustainability is an integral part.  

For further information contact juerg.christen@skat.ch or o.garnets@despro.org.ua 

or v.sorokovsky@despro.org.ua or  visit http://despro.org.ua/en/decentrilised-

services/rural-water-supply/description-of-the-approach/  

 

Swiss Bluetec Bridge: unique challenges of BoP markets 

Three new projects have been approved for funding by the jury of 

the Swiss Bluetec Bridge. AquaNetto Group GmbH based in Sierre 

will be testing the installation of water treatment plants and water 

kiosks in Kenya, in partnership with village residents. Both Swiss 

Intech Sàrl from La Tour-de-Peilz and ennos GmbH from Marzli-

gen have plans to commercialise novel solar pumping systems, 

the former in the Democratic Republic of Congo and the latter in 

India and Honduras. Meanwhile, a recent evaluation shows Swiss 

Fresh Water (SFW) has developed an innovative approach to deliver high quality drinking water to con-

sumers in the Sine Saloum Delta. With 78 installed machines, local water entrepreneurs are already 

providing clean and safe drinking water to approximately 70,000 customers.  

For further information contact manager@swissbluetecbridge.ch  

 

BRIDGE in Latin America - strengthening capacities on water governance in trans- 

boundary contexts  

A training course was held in Quito on November 17
th

 & 18
th

, 2015 on waste governance in a trans-

boundary context called BRIDGE. A group of governmental officers responsible for water management at 

different levels were trained in the governance of shared waters and in the negotiation and implementa-

tion of agreements. Different tools and techniques to reach a consensus within the framework of shared 

waters were shared, emphasizing the role of law and politics in order to establish institutional cooperation 

frameworks that promote rational and responsible water management.  

For further information contact carla.toranzo@eda.admin.ch 

 

VIII Iberoamerican Forum of Water and Sanitation Services Regulation: 

“Regulation for Water Resources Sustainability” 

The VIII Iberoamerican event took place in Lima, Peru on December 

9
th

 & 10
th

. The event is designed as a space for learning and support 

of new trends, initiatives and policies in the regulation of utilities in 

water and sanitation. This is a joint effort of the Presidency of Asso-

ciation of Water and Sanitation Regulators of the Americas (ADERA-

SA), the National Superintendence of Water and Sanitation Services 

of Peru (SUNASS), SDC, IADB, the World Bank, and others. It aims to: 

(i) present a proposal of a sustainable growth vision linked to inte-

grated water resources management for the benefit of society, (ii) 

promote the integration and collaboration of the member countries of ADERASA around the regulation of 

water and sanitation services.  

For further information visit http://www.sunass.gob.pe/fiar/ or  

contact carla.toranzo@eda.admin.ch  

mailto:juerg.christen@skat.ch
mailto:o.garnets@despro.org.ua
mailto:v.sorokovsky@despro.org.ua
http://despro.org.ua/en/decentrilised-services/rural-water-supply/description-of-the-approach/
http://despro.org.ua/en/decentrilised-services/rural-water-supply/description-of-the-approach/
mailto:manager@swissbluetecbridge.ch
mailto:carla.toranzo@eda.admin.ch
http://www.sunass.gob.pe/fiar/
mailto:carla.toranzo@eda.admin.ch
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CURRENT TOPICS 

Obituary 

Dr. Annette Johnson passed away  

It is with great sadness we inform you that Dr. Annette John-

son has passed away after a serious illness with cancer. She 

was based at the Swiss Federal Institute for Environmental 

Sciences and Technology (EAWAG) for 30 years and very 

well-known and respected for her work on geogenic contam-

inants in groundwater - principally Fluoride and Arsenic, 

which causes pernicious health problems in many regions of 

the world and a hidden risk for many rural water supplies. 

She was also the project leader of an EAWAG’s ongoing project to establish an information management 

system on geogenic contamination, the Groundwater Assessment Platform (GAP), funded by SDC. The 

very useful and accessible Geogenic Contamination Handbook, published earlier this year, is a fitting lega-

cy of Dr. Annette Johnson.  

 

 

KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS 

Interventions to improve water quality and prevent diarrhoea – The Cochrane 

Review 

The Cochrane Review summarizes trials evaluating different interventions to improve water quality and 

prevent diarrhoea. The study included 55 cases enrolling over 84,000 participants. Most of the included 

studies were conducted in low- or middle-income countries (LMICs) (50 studies), with unimproved water 

sources (30 studies), and unimproved or unclear sanitation (34 studies). The study shows that currently 

there is insufficient evidence to know if source-based improvements in water supplies, such as protected 

wells and communal tap stand or treatment of communal supplies consistently reduce diarrhoea in low-

income settings. It concludes that interventions that address the microbial contamination of water at the 

point-of-use may be important interim measures to improve drinking water quality until homes can be 

reached with safe, reliable, piped-in water connections. The full report can be accesses on 

http://www.cochrane.org/CD004794/INFECTN_interventions-improve-water-quality-and-prevent-

diarrhoea  

 

Rethinking good practices in land and water management, integrating climate 

risks and finance mechanisms 

Why do watersheds matter when it comes to poor people’s livelihoods, their access to water or their pro-

tection from disasters and climate change? 50 development professionals from Latin America and the 

Caribbean, and from SDC Head Office, comprising five thematic knowledge networks, met for one week in 

Nicaragua to generate evidence on successful watershed management interventions. Read the 10 key 

messages at the beginning of the report. They will make a difference in your next project design.  

For further information contact sergio.perez@eda.admin.ch or 

Visit http://www.aguaycambioclimatico.info/evento-multiredes-cosude/sintesis-

tematica.html  

http://www.eawag.ch/en/news-agenda/news-portal/news-detail/news/eawag-forscherin-annette-johnson-verstorben/?tx_news_pi1%5bcontroller%5d=News&tx_news_pi1%5baction%5d=detail&cHash=81d01e316c0fa6c2c8b31d23087028b5
http://www.eawag.ch/en/news-agenda/news-portal/news-detail/news/eawag-forscherin-annette-johnson-verstorben/?tx_news_pi1%5bcontroller%5d=News&tx_news_pi1%5baction%5d=detail&cHash=81d01e316c0fa6c2c8b31d23087028b5
http://www.eawag.ch/en/research/humanwelfare/drinkingwater/wrq/geogenic-contamination-handbook/
http://www.cochrane.org/CD004794/INFECTN_interventions-improve-water-quality-and-prevent-diarrhoea
http://www.cochrane.org/CD004794/INFECTN_interventions-improve-water-quality-and-prevent-diarrhoea
mailto:sergio.perez@eda.admin.ch
http://www.aguaycambioclimatico.info/evento-multiredes-cosude/sintesis-tematica.html
http://www.aguaycambioclimatico.info/evento-multiredes-cosude/sintesis-tematica.html
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Unlocking the Potential of Information Communications Technology to Improve 

Water and Sanitation Services by WSP-World Bank 

This study sought to not only document experiences of ICT use in the WASH sector, but also analyse them 

within the framework of enabling factors and barriers in terms of vision, process, customer/user, service 

delivery, human capacity, governance and finance. Mirroring the dynamic evolution of ICT solutions and 

applications, we hope this analysis provides an important entry-point to our evolving understanding of 

the best way to harness ICT solutions for water and sanitation. The full report can be accessed at 

http://wsp.org/sites/wsp.org/files/publications/WSP-Unlocking-the-Potential-ICT-Water-Sanitation-

Services.pdf  

 

Product Evaluation Report on HWTS 

The CITE (at MIT) Product Evaluation Report of water filters in India titled “Household Water Filter Evalu-

ation Ahmedabad, India” presented and available at http://cite.mit.edu/reports/water-filter-evaluation#   

 

Water and Climate Change Adaptation in trans-boundary basins by United Nations 

and INBO publication  

At the occasion of the COP21 in Paris, the International Network of Basin Organizations (INBO) and the 

UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), jointly remind that they published early 2015 a book in 

English entitled: Water and Climate Change Adaptation in Transboundary Basins: Lessons 

Learned and Good Practices, in the UN collection. The English version of this document is available 

on basins-management-publications.org/English.  

For further information visit www.inbo-news.org & www.unece.org  

 

Yaku… water adventure 

Yaku means water in Quechua, a native 

language of the Andes (South America). 

Help the Yaku flow from the high Andes 

ecosystems to the sea. Drop by drop, 

water retained by the species you plant 

will help you enrich biodiversity and 

assure the development of communities 

in the Yaku world. Through missions and 

action cards you will master the water and money counters. Here, plants, animals and human activities, 

state their relation to water. It was designed in the frame of the SDC GPWI water footprint project: 

SuizAgua Colombia, as a free use and evolving game to keep water close to our thoughts. So go on and 

play Yaku! It is available on: www.aventurayaku.com, Android and Iphone 

For further information contact diana.rojas@eda.admin.ch  

 

  

http://wsp.org/sites/wsp.org/files/publications/WSP-Unlocking-the-Potential-ICT-Water-Sanitation-Services.pdf
http://wsp.org/sites/wsp.org/files/publications/WSP-Unlocking-the-Potential-ICT-Water-Sanitation-Services.pdf
http://cite.mit.edu/reports/water-filter-evaluation
http://mb-01-mail.net/t.htm?u=/e/3/46294/335/41258/r16ojbboohsebjauavhfjjagmjuzgaygvyz/r.aspx
http://www.inbo-news.org/
http://www.unece.org/
http://www.aventurayaku.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=air.com.piragna.AventuraYaku&referrer=utm_source%3DAndroidPIT%26utm_medium%3DAndroidPIT%26utm_campaign%3DAndroidPIT
https://itunes.apple.com/ie/app/yaku-aventura-por-el-agua/id1052808592?mt=8
mailto:diana.rojas@eda.admin.ch
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Toolkit for local financing of operating costs and maintenance of water points 

A toolkit [in French] was developed as part of GWI West Africa’s work with communities to enable benefi-

ciaries and key stakeholders to make informed decisions about maintenance costs and payment mecha-

nisms for the choice of technology and water supply systems that best meet their community's needs. The 

purpose of this toolkit is to help villagers, through a participatory analysis process, to produce a simple 

financial analysis allowing them to make informed decisions on how to pay for their water. An Excel tool 

was developed to support this participatory financial analysis process – it is available here [Google doc].  

For further information contact: Jamie.skinner@iied.org  

 

 

CALENDAR 

MOOC on Sanitation, Water and Solid Waste for Development 

Sandec/Eawag and EPFL will launch the third MOOC of the 

series “Sanitation, Water and Solid Waste for Development” 

on 22 February 2016. The five-week course will be offered 

for free on the internet-platform Coursera, and the videos 

will be in English with French and Spanish subtitles. The 

course will cover the current waste situation in low and 

middle income countries, the physical and governance as-

pects of a solid waste management system. It will have a 

special focus on organic waste treatment technologies. You can watch the trailer on the MOOC webpage 

and sign up for the course directly on the course page or clicking on the photo.  

 

The BushProof Technical Training in Water & Sanitation Infrastructure 

The BushProof Technical Training in Water & Sanitation Infrastructure is a 

broad, intense 6-day course with a heavy practical bias providing a rare op-

portunity to learn through both theoretical and hands-on practical sessions. 

The training is valuable to both those who need more technical input for 

their work, as well as for those in management who find they have become 

more and more involved in water and/or sanitation programmes, but lack 

the basic technical and theoretical background. This training will be held 

from 7 - 12th March 2016 in Antananarivo, Madagascar. The course fee is 

1800 Euros. Fees include tuition, hand-outs, resource CDs, coffee breaks, 

lunch on training days and field visits.  

For further information visit: 

http://www.bushproof.com/products/trainings/water-sanitation-infrastructure/  

 

  

http://www.gwiwestafrica.org/en/toolkit-local-financing-operating-costs-and-maintenance-water-points
http://www.gwiwestafrica.org/en/toolkit-local-financing-operating-costs-and-maintenance-water-points
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RfzlZomV1qpplR3IbRT_5hMfOl7bgL1dk4HnfmB_IFg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RfzlZomV1qpplR3IbRT_5hMfOl7bgL1dk4HnfmB_IFg/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:Jamie.skinner@iied.org
http://www.eawag.ch/mooc
https://www.coursera.org/learn/mswm
http://www.bushproof.com/products/trainings/water-sanitation-infrastructure/
https://www.coursera.org/learn/mswm
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ABOUT 

“SDC Water News” is the electronic news bulletin of SDC’s Global Program Water Initiatives (GPWI) sent 

out to Swiss international cooperation people who are loosely organised in the water network “RésEAU”. 

RésEAU aims at assuring the sector knowledge management within SDC and with its partners. It’s an-

chored in the Global Programme Water Initiatives and the network’s focal point is Christian Eggs. 

“SDC Water News” lives through interaction and active involvement and you are invited to send – at any 

time – your contributions, feedbacks, as well as subscription issues to the editor. The news team is grateful 

for any input received. 

SDC’s Global Programme Water Initiatives 

RésEAU Shareweb 

SDC Water News Archive 

RésEAU Focal Point: Christian Eggs 

Send articles and comments to the Editor: Sanjay K Gupta 

The content of SDC WATER NEWS does not necessarily reflect the official SDC 

policies. Information contained may be freely used for non-commercial purposes, 

as long as SDC is duly acknowledged 

https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/sdc/organisation/departments/global-cooperation/global-programme-water-initiatives.html
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home
https://www.shareweb.ch/site/Water/home-news-networking-tools/sdc-water-news
mailto:christian.eggs@eda.admin.ch
mailto:sanjay.gupta@skat.ch

